By: Burns, C.                                                                                                                    H.B. No. 5
A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to eminent domain. 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. The definition of public use is the use of property that the state or the general public 
of the state could benefit, enjoy, or use the property. 

(a) The state or any other entity is not allowed to take private property:
(1) if only limited individuals benefit or personal gain from the property and not the general public or the state.

(2) for an economic purpose unless the economic development will eliminate harmed, destroyed, or a wrecked community, town, or city. 

Section 2. The condemning entity is required to pay all fees and court costs the landowner may 
have if the landowner challenges the eminent domain through legal or actions.
Section 3. The condemning entity must give a fair market value (what a willing buyer would pay 
a willing seller). 
Section 4. Landowners can repurchase their property for the same amount they received 
from the condemning entity in the original sale of the property adjusted for inflation if the entity does not finish the project or goal within reasonable period of time for the project determined by the courts.

Section 5. This act takes effect January 1, 2010.
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